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??-2 ALL IRELAND REVIEW. 

WANTED. 

I want a clever, spirited, and educated 

young man as my colleague to assume 

the journalistic control of a great Irish 

county, now virtually denuded of its 

Press, owing to the many oppressions 
and injustices to which the profession 
of Journalism in Provincial Ireland has 
been subjected of late years. He must 
be prepared to cycle round the county 
collecting news and making reports, if 
he is a short-hander so much the better ; 
but intelligent observation and good 
graphic notes in long-hand will be, I 

think, sufficient. He must not be too 

proud to canvass for printing orders 

and advertisements, cheerfully under 

taking the rough side of his work as 
as well the smooth?that is to say, the 

literary and intellectual. He must also 
have sufficient spirit, on fit occasions, 
to withstand such tyrannical influences 

within his county as may be brought to 
bear against him. I expect, too, on his 
side a general agreement with the prin 
ciples of A.I.R., which, he will remem 

ber, are 
only those which were 

professed 

by all Ireland and by the whole Irish 
nation and race from very early times 

down to the year 1793?the year that 
witnessed the emergence, for the first 
time, of Revolutionary ideas. If he does 
his work well, I believe I can promise 
him a 

manly and honourable career, 
with a salary to be settled by mutual 

agreement. 
Please reply to? 

Standish O'Grady, 

Archersfield, 
Kilkenny. 

-v 

CAREFULLY CONSIDERED ARTI 
CLES. 

Dear W. F. T.,?You tell me that 

A. 1. R. wants badly well-considered 

articles on various subjects. That is 

so, but we must discriminate and dif 
ferentiate. There is the well-consi 

tdered article which aims at the bringing 
to bear of our political power upon the 

Imperial Parliament with a view to the 

promotion of legislative or administra 
tive reforms. There is the well-con 

sidered article which endeavours to 
arouse, to illuminate, and to guide in 

dividual initative and foster individual 

enterprise and the spirit of mercai.tile 
or industrial daring ; a beautiful attri 
bute of youth, and a very befitting re 
sultant of the years of health, strength. 
energy, hope, and self-reliance, things 
which I would like to see more com 
mon and unnoticeable in our indolent 
and melancholy Island. Well-con 

sidered articles of the latter kind must 
do good, and a great deal of good, 
indeed. Good fortune and Providence 

assisting might do an infinite amount cf 

good. Governments and Legislatures 
are, I think, only admirable in propor 
tion to the degree in which they let 
loose and foster, inflame, and also illu 

minate the essentially self-reliant, self 

sustaining energies, the ambitions, re 

solves and aspirations of the individual. 
Here and there all Ireland over, even 

in the torpid South, where almost all 

things crumble and decay while no one 
seems to mind, we have such indivi 

duals even now. Look at the brave 

Miss Curry of Lismore, with her hun 
dreds and thousands of daffodils danc 

ing in the breeze, and tossing their 

golden heads?(or as they did last 

spring and summer), her shining, gor 

geous tract of flowers, there beside the 

still Blackwater?the lady who, alone, 
this year, as with a delicate fairy 
scourge, drove out the invasive French 

man and Scilly Islander, and planted 
her native land, not so much with 
flowers as with hundreds of happy 
homes. 

Well considered articles, dear W. F. 

T., leading into such provinces of things 
?provinces 

so fertile, so 
promising, 

and 

also so attainable ! will be always well 
considered by me. And this is the 
reason 

why I desire so ardently to see 

the land question settled in such wise, as 
will freely give to our talent, skill and 

education, our public spirit and private 
ambition, our 

capital and our labour, 
the right to connect themselves fruit 

fully with the virgin Earth, the divine 
matrix of all good things. 

But, on the other hand, well con 

sidered articles, aiming at public 
and general action, I cannot permit at 

all, believing, as I do, that in relation 
to all such things, this Nation is held in 
the mortmain (dead hand) of the great 
Spell. Logical, statistical, well-articu 

lated, long-tailed?I beg your pardon? 
well-considered articles are here so 

much time, talent, energy, and space 
wasted?wasted like good milk poured 
on the ground?like lectures on the art 

of oratory to the dumb, upon music to 
the deaf, wasted like the spreading of a 
feast before the dead or the sick to 
death. 

You understand, I don't mean to say 
that you will, or that you ought 

to 

agree with me ; but this you will see 
now is A.I.R's sttitude towards well 

considered articles, and the distinction 
which it draws between the two classes 
of such ; for one the open hand and the 
door flung wide ; for the other the shut 
door and?from an upper window?an 

ugly face, a 
repellent voice, and a pro 

jected rifle. 
i - .. _ 

PEAT AS FUEL. 

With over three millions of turf bogs 
in this country, and a scarcity of all 
other classes of combustibles, it appears 
strange that peat is not used in a much 

larger quantity for the purpose of fuel. 
The principal defects urged against peat 
! as a fuel are 

dampness, small caloric 

power, and want of density. Damp turf 
often contains one-fourth its weight of 
water, and even when it feels perfectly 
dry to the hand, one-tenth of its bulk 

| may be water. It contains only 
one 

fourth as much caloric or heating power 
as coal, but with the process mentioned 
below, it may be made almost equal to 
coal in this respect. 
I Surface turf is only about one-third 
I as heavy as coal, but the turf that is 
taken from the lower levels of our bogs, 
say forty feet from the surface, is almost 
as dense as broken coal, as the following 

figures will show :? 

A cubic yard of light turf contains 600 lbs. 

? ? good turf ? 900 lbs. 
? ? densest turf ? 1,160 lbs. 

I ? ? solid coal ? 2,240 lbs. 

? ? broken coal ? 1,456 lbs. 

Thus, even in its native state, the 
I density of deep level turf to coal is in 
the ratio of 21 to 29, or almost three to 
four ; but if the turf be compressed, the 

lighter turf can be made almost as 
dense as coal and the heavier turf denser 
than it. But even dense or compressed 

| turf has a much smaller amount of 
! caloric than coal, a defect which will be 
: easily removed if the sods be steeped in 

tar. This process will make the turf 

give out three-fourths the amount of 

caloric capable of being abstracted from 
coal. Therefore a furnace would need 
to be one-third larger for turf than for 
coal, an alteration which would be an 

important saving when we reckon the 

difference in the prices of the two com 
bustibles. 

A ton of coal can never be had in 
Dublin less than 16s. per ton, ordinary 
turf can be obtained in the Bog of 

Allen at 4s. per ton, and could be com 

pressed, tarred, and sold in Dublin at 
8s. per ton, but as the caloric effects of 

this turf would be only three-fourths 
that of coal, one ton of coal therefore 
would be equal to one and one-third 
ton of turf, which would cost 10s. 8d., 
being 

a 
saving of 5s. 4d. per ton of 

coal, or one-third cost of fuel. 

Peat can be made into charcoal by 
the same process by which wood char 
coal is manufactured. This peat char 

coal is extremely combustible and not 
suitable for ordinary use, but it is emi 

nently fitted for use in the manufacture 
of gunpowder, the smelting of iron, and 
the working of the finer sorts of cutlery. 

No kind of charcoal excels it in anti 
septic and deodorising qualities. 

A great field is open for any patriotic 
Irishmen who would give their atten 
tion to the business of manufacturing 
suitable peat fuel and charcoal. 

Many other products, including peat 
moss litter and an excellent disinfectant 
soap, are 

capable of being obtained from 
our peat bogs, 

- - 

THE KING. 
By T. G. Bowles, M.P. 

A well-founded jealousy of certain 
Monarchs having been sedulously cul 
tivated by the banded Whig families 
of the Revolution into an ill-founded 

jealousy of all Monarchs, the English 
people have long been made to believe 
that the enemy is the King and the 

danger his prerogative ; and that it 
is therefore necessary that the power 
of the Crown should be diminished and 
that of tbe Minister increased. Hence 
the evolution of the Cabinet and the 
Cabinet Council. 

As a humble student of Constitu 
tional history and an attentive observer 

of the Constitution in latter-day action, 
it seems to me that this set purpose of 

diminishing the Royal authority in 
order to increase the Ministerial au 

thority has manifestly been continued 
too long and pushed too far ; that the 
balance of power in the kingdom has 
been dangerously disturbed, to the great 
mischief and trouble of the State ; and 

that, if we would escape greater mis 

chief and trouble, the time has arrived 
when the Sovereign should exercise 
somewhat more and the Minister some 

what less power. 
The highest executive authority 

known to the law is the King?not, in 
deed, the King alone, but the King in 
Council, which means the King in Privy 
Council. Now the Privy Council is 
a most ancient, illustrious, and august 

body of counsellors, prime in importance 
among tbe acknowledged institutions 
of the kingdom. It has its own Presi 
dent, an officer of great dignity, its own 
oath, binding to secret and faithful 
counsel, its own book, wherein its pro 

ceedings are recorded by the Clerk, its 
own high functions, and the tra 
I ditions of agis behind it. By and 
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